
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

August 18, 2017 
 

The first Monday of our school year comes with a unique learning opportunity for 
Crossroads students. Next Monday, August 21, a solar eclipse will be visible across all 
of North America. While parts of Western North Carolina are included in the path of 
totality for the eclipse, a partial eclipse will be visible in our area. During a partial 
eclipse, the moon comes between the sun and earth, but only partially covers the sun’s 
disk. The eclipse will happen in three phases, and a description and timing of each 
phase in our area is below. 
 

 
 
 

While this event creates an excellent learning opportunity for our students, there are 
important safety guidelines that need to be followed. Safety guidelines (found on 
https://eclipse.aas.org/sites/eclipse.aas.org/files/AAS-Solar-Eclipse-Safety-v170210.pdf) 
include: 
 

 Always inspect your solar filter before use; if scratched or damaged, discard it. 
Read and follow any instructions printed on or packaged with the filter. Always 
supervise children using solar filters. 
 

 Stand still and cover your eyes with your eclipse glasses or solar viewer before 
looking up at the bright sun. After glancing at the sun, turn away and remove 
your filter — do not remove it while looking at the sun. 

 

 Do not look at the uneclipsed or partially eclipsed sun through an unfiltered 
camera, telescope, binoculars, or other optical device. Similarly, do not look at 
the sun through a camera, a telescope, binoculars, or any other optical device 
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while using your eclipse glasses or hand-held solar viewer — the concentrated 
solar rays will damage the filter and enter your eye(s), causing serious injury. 
Seek expert advice from an astronomer before using a solar filter with a camera, 
a telescope, binoculars, or any other optical device. 
 

A solar eclipse is one of nature’s grandest spectacles. By following these simple rules, 
you can safely enjoy the view and be rewarded with memories to last a lifetime. More 
information can be found by visiting the following websites:  
 

https://eclipse.aas.org/    https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/  
 
 

School Plan 
 

 Due to safety concerns, CCS students in grades K3 – 3 will learn about the 
eclipse, but will not be going outside to view it. Teachers will be showing views of 
the eclipse on their interactive white boards for the students to see. 
 

 Students in grades 4-12 will have the option to go outside and observe the 
eclipse.  The attached permission slip must be completed and returned before 
the students will be allowed to take part in the event outside. 

 

 During the day, teachers will discuss the event with the students and review 
precautions for safely viewing the partial eclipse (including proper use of eclipse 
glasses). 

 

 Each student will be provided with a pair of eclipse glasses (ISO 12312-2 
certified) that teachers will distribute prior to going outside. 

 

 Around 2:30, the students will be taken outside where they will put on their 
glasses and view the maximum phase of the eclipse in our area. After viewing 
the eclipse, students will return inside to prepare to go home for the day. 

 

 School will dismiss at normal times. 
 

 Families who wish to take their children out of school to view the event may 
come in during the day to sign-out their children (excused absence). 
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CCS Solar Eclipse Permission Slip 
 

 
For students in 4th – 12th grades, please fill out the following form and return it to school 
on Monday, August 21. If the permission slip is not returned, your child will not be able 
to view the eclipse (phone calls and e-mails will not be accepted for permission).  
 
 
_________  I have read the school plan and safety guidelines, and I give permission for  
 
my child, ________________________________________ to view the solar eclipse on  
 
Monday, August 21, 2017. 
 
 
 
_________  I have read the school plan and safety guidelines, and I DO NOT give  
 
permission for my child, ________________________________________ to view the  
 
solar eclipse on Monday, August 21, 2017. 
 
 
Note: If you do not give your child permission to view the eclipse, he/she will have an 
alternate place in the building to go during the viewing outside and will watch a live 
televised version instead. 
 
 
Student Name: _________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent Signature: _______________________________________ 
 


