Crossroads Newsletter
November 22, 2013
Crossroads Family,
It’s hard to believe that a third of the school year has passed and that the holiday season is
upon us. It seems like school just started! In reality, we are only a few days away from
Thanksgiving, and exams and Christmas break will be here before we know it! Time seems
to be flying by this year, but I hope we are all taking the time to realize the blessings that God gives to us on a daily basis.
As we approach Thanksgiving, may we never forget to give thanks for God for the people in our lives and the many other
blessings we enjoy. In I Thessalonians 5:18, the apostle Paul writes, “In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus concerning you.” Philippians 4:6 tells us, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” In these passages, Paul does not say to be thankful only
for the good things in life, but in everything that comes our way, whether good or bad. Fortunately for us, Thanksgiving
does not require any re-payment on our part, but instead requires recognition of what our Savior did for us by dying on the
cross for our sins.
I want to say “Thank You” from the bottom of my heart for all the support and continued prayers for our school. We are
thankful for every member of the Crossroads family! May you have a wonderful and blessed Thanksgiving!
In Christ,

“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord with gladness: come
before his presence with singing. Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath
made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter
into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him,
and bless his name. For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth
endureth to all generations.”
~ Psalm 100 ~

General Announcements
Teacher Conference & Thanksgiving Break
School will be closed the week of Thanksgiving, November 25 – November 29, for a teacher’s
conference and Thanksgiving holiday. School will resume on Monday, December 2.

Inclement Weather
In the event of inclement weather, CCS will do everything we can to ensure that a decision is made in a
timely manner. Delay or closing information will be posted on the school website: www.ccscolts.org, e-mailed
out through RenWeb, and announced on the following TV and radio stations: WRAL TV5; NBC 17; WTVD
11; News 14 Carolina; WPTF-FM 680; WIZS-AM 1450. When there is potential for inclement weather,
please check the above mentioned sites regularly for updated school information. Please note that CCS acts
independently in our decision-making regarding school closure and delay, and we will not always follow the
same schedule as local public and private schools.
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Progress Reports
The Quarter 2 Progress Reports were emailed to parents on Wednesday, November 20. Links remain active for two
weeks, so please print your copies now. Please contact Mandy Thomas at mthomas@ccscolts.org or call the school
office if you did not receive one or are having trouble opening the link.

Exams & Exam Day Schedule (Lower & Upper)
Upper school exams will take place on December 18 – 20. All upper school students will be participating in exams. Please
see the school website for an exam schedule, exam policies, and copies of the middle school & high school letters. If
school is cancelled due to inclement weather, the exam schedule will continue where it left off when school resumes.
Please be reminded that we will be on a half-day schedule on exam days, and that school will be dismissed at 11:40 for
lower school students and 12:00 for upper school students.

Lower School Christmas Program
The lower school students will be performing the musical “An Out of the Box
Christmas” this year for its annual program. The musical takes place at the final
dress rehearsal for a play. All of the props and costumes have arrived, but as they
pull them "out of the box," they find all the wrong things. Working together, the
children come up with some unique ways to share the Christmas message, because
they know that the story of Jesus' birth and His love must be told! The lower school
students are excited and are looking forward to sharing their message with you
through this musical. Mark your calendars now!

“An Out-of-the-Box Christmas”
Thursday, December 5
6:30 p.m.
CCS Cafetorium
CCS Food Drive to Support the Salvation Army
Once again, the CCS National Honor Society, Junior Beta Club, and Student Council will
be collecting canned food and other non-perishable food items for the local Salvation Army
in Henderson. With the upcoming Christmas season, The Salvation Army is making plans
to help as many families, children, individuals, senior citizens, prison inmates, inmate’s
families, nursing homes, etc. as they can. They are expecting approximately 700 families
to request assistance this Christmas, and over 3,000 more individuals will receive
assistance in our local nursing homes and prison facilities.
The food drive will begin on Monday, December 2, and run through Friday, December 13. There will be a competition
between the lower school and upper school to see who can bring in the most food. All lower school items need to be
brought to your child’s teacher, and all upper school items need to be brought to your child’s homeroom teacher. Last
year, CCS donated just over 1,500 items, more than any other school in the area! We are looking forward to helping our
community again this year and hope to raise even more items than last year!

Peanut Roasters Fundraiser
Peanuts! Get your peanuts! The Prom Committee is accepting orders for Peanut Roaster
products to raise funds for Junior/Senior Prom. Peanut Roasters offers delicious gourmet
peanuts and treats that make great Christmas gifts for family, friends, and neighbors. Check out
www.peanut.com/products.html for pictures of the available products. Orders are due
December 11. Payment is due at the time of order. Orders can be placed in the office or with Mr.
Russell (rrusell@ccscolts.org) or Mrs. O’Steen (josteen@ccscolts.org). Thanks for your support!

2013NovemberNewsletter.docx

2 of 6

November 22, 2013

Student Council Sponsoring Coats for Children Campaign
The Student Council of CCS is collecting gently-used winter coats, hats, gloves, and scarves to make this winter a bit
warmer and happier for families in need. They are joining efforts with The Salvation Army during WRAL’s 25th Annual
Coats for the Children campaign. All sizes from infant to adult are needed. Please go through your closet to find what
your family has outgrown or no longer wears and send them with your child to CCS. Students may give their donations to
their homeroom teachers. Members from the Student Council will make regular collections from each classroom through
December 11. Last year, over 10,000 total coats were collected and went directly to families in need. CCS was glad to
be a part of reaching that number and hope to help even more for the 2013 winter season. This year, let’s do what we
can to add to the Christmas spirit of giving by donating a little piece of warmth. Any questions may be directed to Mrs.
O’Steen at josteen@ccscolts.org

National Junior Beta Club Inducts New Members
The CCS chapter of the National Junior Beta Club had the annual induction ceremony
November 20, 2013 in the school library. The ceremony included the candle ceremony,
which represents the Beta Club objectives:






White candle – light, purity and faith
Red candle – pure love, wisdom and bravery
Blue candle – truth, constancy and fidelity
Black candle – dignity, restraint and seriousness
Golden candle – warmth, friendship and faithfulness.

There were 17 new inductees this year, which gives our club a total of 40 students. To be part of the Junior Beta Club,
students must be on the A or A/B honor roll and have no less than an “S” in citizenship. The Beta Club participates in
many service projects throughout the year. We’ve packed boxes for Operation Christmas Child, we will be sending letters
to soldiers very soon, and the club members are also selling the candy bars for their annual fundraiser. Congratulations
to all of our new inductees this year.
New Members:
6th Grade:

Skylar Aiken, Lindsey Burwell,
Hannah Collier, Maria
Kate Graham, Austin Hayes,
Kyrah Howarth, Anna Parham,
Alexandra Reeder, Benjamin
Sanford, Daniel White &
Zoie Wilson

7th Grade:

Tyler Champion & Jade Creech

8th Grade:

Chloe Pendergrass & Emily
Willis

9th Grade:

Hayley Collier & Brittany
Overby

Sponsor:

Lisa Williams
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1st Grade Class Participates in Operation Christmas Child
Each year the 1st grade students at CCS participate in Operation Christmas Child. Operation Christmas Child is
sponsored by Samaritan’s Purse. On November 18, the 1st grade students spent the day shopping for items for their
Christmas boxes, filling their boxes in preparation of shipment (with help from the National Honor Society), and then
travelling to a local church where they dropped off their boxes for shipment. The first grade students will be tracking their
boxes to find out where in the world each box was sent. In total, 30 boxes were given in support of Operation Christmas
Child. Thank you to all those involved in helping our 1st grade students show the love of Christ to others.

National Honor Society News
The NHS club attended the ACSI High School Leadership Conference in Goshen, Va., Nov. 10-12, staying at the
YoungLife camp there. Although there was a slight delay on the trip up when one of the chaperone’s vehicles lost a belt,
God provided alternate transportation and the group made it without further incident. Our students attended sessions in
which they heard about ways to “Live Fully” as Christians, and they enjoyed worship music by Exodus, a popular praise
band from Liberty University. Tuesday afternoon, they were able to have some recreation time in the beautiful mountain
area. They did see snow while they were on the trip, but made it safely back in time for our athletes to play basketball at
Cresset on Tuesday. Thanks to everyone who supported their Mixed Bags Design fundraiser, making this trip possible!
See the photos of our club with the 1st graders (above) as they helped the younger students packing their shoeboxes –
too much fun! Upcoming service projects for our NHS members include working the Booster Club concessions booth at
the last NC State home football game, ringing the bell for the Salvation Army, and helping collect food items for the annual
canned food drive at school.
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Art News from Mrs. Newbern
Thanks to those who placed Original Works orders in support of our CCS Art Department.
We’re looking forward to seeing all the great projects coming in. Orders should arrive before
Christmas Break. The students did a superb job on their projects!
Thank you to all those who sent in tubes, scrapbooking supplies, buttons, etc. The art
department has truly been blessed. We are also collecting plastic bottle caps (any color),
plastic can lids (any color), and paper towel tubes. Remember, “One man's trash is another
man's treasure!"
Crossroads is hosting this year’s local ACSI Art Festival. Please hang on to the artwork your
child brings home. Entries for our 2014 Art Extravaganza will be accepted in late January to
early February. Most projects completed from April of 2013 to March 2014 will be eligible.

Athletics News from Coach Cooper
The Varsity Boys basketball program is off to a hot start this year with a record of 4-1. With wins over East Wake
Academy, Kerr-Vance Academy, Faith Christian, and Friendship Christian, the boys look to continue their recent success
against Neuse at home on Friday. With many players contributing in big ways, it is truly a team effort!
Coach LaBerge is back at the helm as head coach for the Varsity
Girls. This young squad has a lot of talent and grit. As they
grow together, they will be an exciting bunch to watch.
The Middle School girls’ team is coached by Coach
Anderson. With four 8th graders who played last year, the
girls opened up with wins against Cary Christian and
Friendship Christian. Keep up the good work girls!
Coach Yarbrough took over the Middle School boys’ program
this year and is a great addition to our coaching staff. The
boys played great and won their first game of the season
against Friendship Christian.
Our MS Cheer Team is doing an excellent job supporting our
teams and encouraging our players. They always have a
smile on their faces and push our kids to achieve more.
Thank-you to all those who helped with our “white-out.” As
Mr. Capps said, it was a huge success! Since I have been at
CCS, I haven’t heard the gym rocking like that! It was fun to
see students, parents, alumni, and friends alike supporting our
squads. Keep up the awesome work!
Weekly schedules, game schedules, transportation schedules, and game schedules are available at
www.ccscolts.org/athletics.
Please continue to come out and support for CCS! Let’s
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Important Dates
November 22
November 25-26
November 27-29
December 2
December 5
December 5
December 11
December 11
December 13
December 16-17
December 18-20
Dec. 23 – Jan 3
January 6

4th & 5th Grade Field Trip – History & Science Museum
Teacher Conference – No School
Thanksgiving Break – No School
Food Drive Begins – Salvation Army
First Grade Field Trip – Clay Fusion
Lower School Christmas Program
Junior Class – Peanut Roaster Fundraiser Orders Due
Coats for Children Campaign Ends
CCS Food Drive Ends
Exam Review Days
Exams – Half Days
Christmas Break – School Closed
Third Quarter Begins
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