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CROSSROADS NEWS  

July 22, 2014 

 

CCS Families, 

I hope this letter finds each of you enjoying the last few weeks of summer break.  
It's hard to believe, but it's almost time to begin another school year, and in a few 
weeks we will be saying, “Welcome back!” to our students.  While the staff and 
students are gearing up, I wanted to remind all parents of the integral role that you 
play in your child’s education. Your children will receive the best education when you and our dedicated teachers work 
as a team. It’s a parent’s enthusiasm, support, and involvement that inspire a child to do his or her best and to develop a 
love of learning. Together we can make the 2014-2015 school year the best it can be.  

CCS is excited to introduce our new faculty members: 

 Mrs. Beveridge – 1st Grade Aide 

 Mrs. Bartholomew – 4th & 5th Grades Science & Math 

 Ms. Simmons – After-Care Program 

Our school theme for this year is “Live Ready,” which comes 
from Matthew 24:44.  The verse states that we must always 
be ready, as we do not know the time when the Lord will 
come again.  Our desire is for the students at Crossroads to 
live lives that are pleasing to the Lord and ones where they 
are ready at any time for the Lord to return. 

Thank you for your commitment to your child’s education. The staff at Crossroads has been working hard to get 
everything ready for the beginning of a great school year!  I look forward to seeing you at Open House. 

Jonathan E. Capps 
Headmaster 

  CCS to Use English Standard Version (ESV) Bible Translation 

Since the work of John Wycliffe in the 1300’s, the English-speaking world has been blessed with the opportunity to read 
the Word of God in its own language.  While it would be ideal if all of today’s believers could read the Bible in the 
original languages of the author, the process of translation has given us a great opportunity to hear and understand the 
scriptures with clarity, in our native tongue, with the original intent of the author still intact.  

One approach to translation tries to “express the meaning of the original text in today’s language [and] reproduce the 
meaning of the original text in English so that the effect on today’s reader is equivalent to the effect on the ancient 
reader” (Duvall and Hayes, 35). A second approach, the more formal approach, “tries to stay as close as possible to the 
structure and words of the source language” (Duvall and Hayes, 35).  The first approach is called a “thought-for-thought” 
approach and is most popularly represented by The Message, the NLT, and, to a lesser extent, the NIV.  The more formal 
approach is called a “word-for-word” approach and is found in the NASB, KJV, NKJV and the ESV, among others.     

While thought-for-thought translations are great for devotional readings, reading to a group unfamiliar with the Bible, or 
in order to give a freer expression of the Bible text in question, a translation closer to a word-for-word approach is more 
appropriate for serious Bible study, preaching, and teaching.  The freer translations “update the original author too 
much for study purposes,” while many word-for-word translations are at too high of a reading level for most readers 
due to phrasing and vocabulary (Fee and Stuart, 43).  A word-for-word approach, however, is indispensable when 
dealing with precise doctrinal issues such as the atonement and the character and nature of God.   

Matthew 24:44 (ESV) 
44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the 
Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not 

expect. 
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In a school setting a balance must be struck between readability and literalness.  
Doctrinal precision cannot be sacrificed, yet readability must be maintained for 
student understanding.  John Piper finds such a balance in the ESV: “The ESV is the 
best balance available of readability and literalness.”  He calls the ESV “more 
readable than the NASB and more literal than the NIV…beautifully readable [and] 
memorizable Bible.” 

The Mardel Translation Guide lists the ESV as the most readable of all word-for-word 
translations and is recommended for readers of all ages.  It is translated in a way that 

is “understandable and sounds like current English literature to most Americans.  It sounds modern” (David Lawson-Blog 
- http://blog.precept.org/home/bid/182837/ESV-or-NASB-That-is-the-Question).   

The preface of the ESV explains: “The ESV is an ‘essentially literal’ translation that seeks as far as possible to capture the 
precise wording of the original text and the personal style of each Bible writer. As such, its emphasis is on ‘word-for-
word’ correspondence, at the same time taking into account differences of grammar, syntax, and idiom between current 
literary English and the original languages. Thus it seeks to be transparent to the original text, letting the reader see as 
directly as possible the structure and meaning of the original.” 

All translations of the Bible into English have their usefulness.  God has used translations across the spectrum to bring 
people to Christ and encourage believers around the world.  While several translations may be useable at Crossroads, 
we want to make sure that our students are learning from the translation that best communicates the original intent of 
the author while also being easily read and understood.   It is our hope that by using the ESV as the primary translation 
at CCS, students will build a stronger foundation for years of Bible study after they leave CCS. 

People who endorse the ESV 

Jerry Bridges   Dr. Jack Graham  John Piper 
Francis Chang   Max Lucado   Dr. Philip Graham Ryken 
Dr. Bryan Chapell  Dr. Erwin W. Lutzer  Dr. R.C. Sproul 
Nancy Leigh DeMoss  Dr. R. Albert Mohler, Jr.  Joni Eareckson Tada 
Devin DeYoung   Dorothy Kelley Patterson Dr. Ravi Zacharias 
Mark Driscoll   Dr. Paige Patterson 
 
See www.crossway.org/bibles/esv/endorsements/ for a full list and quotes about the ESV. 
 

  Your Email Address is Vital! 

Make sure the school office has your correct email address. Communication between the school and parents is 
conducted via email, and we don’t want you to miss anything! In addition, make sure your email settings allow emails 
from @ccscolts.org to come through to your Inbox and not your Spam folder.  Be sure to bookmark our website 
(www.ccscolts.org) and follow us on Twitter and Facebook, too! 

     

 

  Back-to-School Open House 

The back-to-school Open House will be held on Thursday, August 7, from 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  You can stop by any time 
during those hours to pick up student schedules, go to classrooms, meet the teachers, pay on lunch accounts, purchase 
uniform apparel, and much more.  When you arrive, please come to the library first to obtain your back-to-school 
packet. That packet will include a copy of the student schedule as well as other important documents.  Students in 9th – 
12th grades will also receive packets of college admissions information from Mrs. Choplin. Special sessions during Open 
House will be held for new families and parents of kindergarteners and 6th graders. 

The ESV is a 

…”beautifully 

readable [and] 

memorizable Bible.” 

http://www.crossway.org/bibles/esv/endorsements/
http://www.ccscolts.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Crossroads-Christian-School/156051514439067
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fccscolts.org%2Fsite%2F&region=follow_link&screen_name=CCS_Colts&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
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New Family Orientation – Open House 

New families are invited to attend a new family orientation prior to Open House from 3:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. to 
hear about morning drop-off, afternoon pick-up, RenWeb, attendance, dress code, bus service, lunches, etc. 

Kindergarten Meeting – Open House 

There will be a kindergarten parent meeting at 6:00 p.m. on the night of the open house with Mrs. Garriss, the 
kindergarten teacher, in her classroom (Room 201).  The meeting will cover everything that parents need to 
know as their child enters kindergarten.  Please bring the supply list items to Open House to help make the first 
day of school less chaotic. Kindergarten families do not need to attend the 3:30 new family orientation as the 
kindergarten meeting will cover the same information, but we ask that you do visit the library before the meeting 
to obtain student schedules, open lunch accounts, etc. 

Sixth Grade Meeting – Open House 

There will be two 6th grade student/parent meetings held on the day of Open House.  The first meeting will take 
place at 4:30 p.m. and the second at 6:00 p.m., with both meetings covering the exact same material.  The 
meeting will be held in Mrs. Anderson’s room (Rm 603). This meeting will cover the transition into middle school, 
and what the students should expect as they begin middle school. 
Please stop by the library first before attending one of the 
meetings. 

  First Annual Tears & Cheers 

After dropping off your student(s), join Mr. Capps, CCS Headmaster, and 
other CCS parents in the library for a celebratory reception on Wednesday, 
August 13, from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. There will be coffee, juice, treats, 
tissues, and other parents just like you!  This is a great opportunity to meet 
other CCS families.   

   Lower School Release Time 

When school resumes in August, the new release time for Lower School will 
be 2:45 p.m. This change not only increases instruction time for the students, but it also adds time should we continue 
to have inclement weather in the winter that forces the school to close. 

   Be One of the First to Make a PACT This Year with CCS 

Parents, please prayerfully consider adopting a teacher or faculty 
member for the 2014-2015 school year, and make a PACT to pray for 
that person and encourage him or her with small gifts throughout the 
year. This is the first year that the P.A.C.T. (Parents Appreciating 
Crossroads Teachers) program will be in place, and we are excited 
about how God will use families to encourage the faculty and staff at 
CCS.   To find out more information or to adopt a faculty member, 
please visit the PACT table at Open House, or e-mail Anita Capps at 
acapps@ccscolts.org.  

 

 

  

Parents 

Teachers 

mailto:acapps@ccscolts.org
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   Dress Code Information & Updates (Changes Highlighted) 

General Dress Policies (1st – 12th)  

 All clothing must fit appropriately (not excessively tight or baggy). 

 Tops:   
All shirts/tops/sweatshirts/hoodies/sweaters worn by students are to be 
CCS wear, purchased through our school store, school groups (NHS, 
Yearbook, Student Council), or Land’s End. (Land’s End Preferred School 
Number: 9001-0713-7. All Land’s End tops must include the Crossroads 
Christian School logo.)  All tops must be worn as purchased; no 
modifications in fit are allowed (for example, cutting the shirts and tying in 
knots down the side, etc.). Athletic tournament shirts are not allowed 
unless specifically designated by the Athletic Director. Summer camp T-
shirts are not considered CCS wear and are not allowed during the school 
year. 

 Pants, Skirts, Etc.:   
Students may wear jeans every day. Jeans and twill/chino type of 
pants/shorts will be the only type allowed. Skirts and shorts must be no 
shorter than two inches above knees. Solids, plaids, stripes, and prints are 
acceptable. Jeans must be modest, neat, and appropriate in size and fit.  
The following styles are not allowed: skinny fit, hip huggers, and low riders.  
Jeans that are torn, frayed, and/or faded from excessive wear or have separated seams are inappropriate.  Cut-
off jeans are not allowed unless neatly hemmed – no ragged edges, no roll-ups. No overalls may be worn. Baggy 
pants, spandex pants, leggings or any type of athletic pants/shorts (including wind pants, sweat pants, athletic 
shorts, etc.) are not allowed. 

Dress for Field Trips  

Dress code guidelines may vary depending upon the type of field trip. The venue will determine the field trip 
dress. For example, a class visiting a theatrical production or symphony would need to dress differently than a 
class visiting the zoo. However, some basic guidelines apply: 

 College campus visits: Modest tops and pants/skirts -- Dress pants or khakis, collared shirts, skirts or dress 
shorts (no higher than two inches above the knee), practical walking shoes (no high heels). 

 Other field trips: Unless otherwise stated by the teacher, normal school dress code and modesty 
guidelines apply. 

Students who do not follow dress guidelines for field trips will be considered “out of dress code” and will receive 
appropriate disciplinary action, which can include not being allowed to go on future field trips. 

Athletic Dress Code for Game Days  
Game day attire for all teams will be the same for boys and girls—a designated team shirt and khaki, navy, or 
black pants.  Athletic shirts for game day will be available in the CCS School Store. The Athletic Director reserves 
the right to make final determinations on the appropriateness of game day dress. 

   Summer Reading Program 

There is still time for students to complete summer reading!  Educators consider summer reading 
very important for developing life-long reading habits, for maintaining literacy skills, and for 
promoting reading for pleasure. Studies show that children who continue to read during the 
summer months perform better when school resumes in the fall.  You can access the summer 
reading lists through the following link: http://ccscolts.org/site/academic/summer-reading-lists/ 

  

http://ccscolts.org/site/academic/summer-reading-lists/
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   2014-2015 School Supply Lists 

School supply lists are located on the CCS website. You can access the lists through the following link: CCS 2014-2015 
Supply Lists.  Please make sure to check the lists before you begin your back to school shopping! 

   Notes from Your College Admissions Counselor 

Choosing a Career (and a Major):  Not sure what you want to do after high school? Try these links to jump start your 
ideas as you decide on a career and then find the training you’ll need for that career, and as always, keep up those 
grades! Colleges look at your grades from 9th - 12th grade classes. 

http://www.onetonline.org/ -  
If you go through the exercise at the link "I Want to be a..." (purple box on the right side of the page), you will 
get a list of careers based upon your answers. For each job, you can read about the skills, techniques, training, 
education, salary, etc. for that job. Determining what you want to do, then figuring out the education level 
required to do that job, will help you decide on what type of school you'd like to attend after high school. 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/explore-careers -  
College Board (the guys who bring us the PSAT and the SAT) has a Big Future section on their website, so try out 
the Explore Careers area to help you decide on your career choices and required education. 

Dual Enrollment:  Juniors and seniors, if you have been thinking about dual enrollment in a community college course, 
you should contact your community college and follow its guidelines for applying and taking classes as soon as possible. 
We encourage taking online courses vs. classroom courses since you can use a study hall elective period to work on 
them.  Remember, colleges have a different academic calendar, so stay on top of deadlines.  See our Student Handbook 
and our Dual Enrollment page on our website for more details and guidelines.  

FYI:  Vance-Granville Community College – Career & College Promise Pathways Guide for 2014-15    

SAT’s and ACT’s:  For current test dates for college entrance exams (SAT/ACT), bookmark these websites: 

 SAT Test Dates 

 ACT Test Dates 

These sites also lead to information about free practice tests and strategies, college searches, and career planning. Take 
time to check them out! 

Mrs. Choplin (kchoplin@ccscolts.org) 

   Calendar of Events 

August 7 Open House:  4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  
  New Family Orientation:   
  3:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

August 13 First Day of School 

August 28 Fall Picture Day 

September 1 Labor Day – No School 

September 15 College Fair (Juniors/Seniors) 

 

 

 

 

http://ccscolts.org/site/academic/2012-13-supplies-list/
http://ccscolts.org/site/academic/2012-13-supplies-list/
http://www.onetonline.org/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/explore-careers
http://ccscolts.org/site/academic/college-planning/career-college-promise/
http://www.vgcc.edu/HighSchoolStudents/CCP%20Pathway%20Guide%20Consolidated%20-%20REVISION%20-%202014-15.pdf
http://sat.collegeboard.org/register/sat-us-dates
http://www.actstudent.org/regist/dates.html
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Remind (Formerly Remind 101) 

One of the fastest ways that you can receive information from the school regarding delays, closings, and important 
announcements is through Remind.  Remind sends messages via text and/or e-mail.  If you signed up for Remind 101 last 
year, you do not need to register again, as you are still on the school’s list.  If you are a new family or you did not sign up 
last year, please use the information below and sign up for the accounts that pertain to you. 
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