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CCS Summer Reading Assignment 
Rising 10th Grade Students 

 
Your assignment is to pick a book from the 9th-12th summer reading list, read it, and then answer ONE 
of the following questions in essay form.  Include an introductory paragraph with a clear thesis, body 
paragraphs (at least 2) that explain your main points, and a conclusion paragraph that ties everything 
together.  Your essay is to be typed, 12 point Times New Roman font, and double spaced.  The 
minimum length it should be is 2 pages. 
 

 OPTION 1: Choose one character that confronts a serious problem, makes a significant decision, 
or undergoes considerable growth or change in the story.  Identify the character; his/her role in 
the story; the problem, decision, or change that you noticed; and the outcome for the character 
based on this problem, decision, or change. 

 
Successful completion of the assignment will be determined by the following statements: 

 
 There is a clear beginning, middle, and end in your essay. 
 The thesis is clearly supported by the body paragraphs. 
 There is a clear thesis statement that reflects the writer's position.  
 The character’s role in the story and the problem, decision, or change that they 

went through is clearly stated and well-explained. 
 The outcome for the character based on this problem, decision, or change is 

clearly stated and well-explained. 
 The essay is free of grammar and punctuation errors. 

 
 OPTION 2: What is one important message that you carried with you after reading the book?  For 

what purpose do you believe the author wrote this book?  How was that message clearly 
communicated to you through the course of the book?  Consider how the characters, situations, 
quotations, and problems help to illustrate the message. 

 
Successful completion of the assignment will be determined by the following statements: 

 
 There is a clear beginning, middle and end in your essay. 
 The thesis is clearly supported by the body paragraphs. 
 There is a clear thesis statement that reflects the writer's position.  
 Your reasoning is clear and you explained the message you received and the 

author’s purpose clearly, drawing specific examples from the text. 
 The characters, situations, quotations, and problems in the book that help to 

illustrate the message are clear and explained well in your essay. 
 The essay is free of grammar and punctuation errors. 

 

This is an OPTIONAL assignment.  Students may complete up to three reading assignments for 
extra credit. Books must be selected from the 9th-12th Summer Reading List.  Students who 
successfully complete the reading assignment(s) will receive one percentage point per 
assignment added to the final grade for the first quarter in Language Arts.  The completed 
assignment and summer reading pledge are due to the Language Arts teacher on the first day of 
school. 
 



 

 

CROSSROADS CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

SUMMER READING PLEDGE 
 

 

 
Name:   Grade Entering:   

 

Title of Book:   

 

Author:   

 

 

 I have read this entire book. 

 I have never read this book before this summer. 

 No one has helped me in the preparation of the summer reading assignment. 

 
 

 

           

Student Signature                                                                                Date 

 

 

 

 My student has completed the CCS summer reading assignment. 

 

 

 

           

Parent Signature                                                                                Date 
 


